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BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON GUATEMALA

tYIEW

~

i féen trained in the Soviet Union, and have recognized stature as Communists.

THY y form an integral part of the international Communist conspiracy.

HISTOR!

Behind these men are between 1, 500 and 3, 000 loyal Communist Party

‘ i members who are available for the propaganda, agitation, and organization

work that a Communist machine requires.

2. The vigor and efficiency of this Commuﬁist hard core far exceeds
that of any other political force now active in Guatemala. The Communists
have great influence with Guatemala's President, Jacobo ARBENZ Guzman, |
who by his own testimony, relies on;he Communists to put into effect what
he labels his program of social reform.' Three pro-Government political
parties, leftist in tinge, are indoctrinated with Communist views and more
or less willingly follow the Communist lead.

3. The influence of the Guatemalan Communists naturally does not stop
at home. Guatemalan Cofnmunist leaders were trained by international
Communism, and they maintain close, disciplined liaiéon with the center of
international Communism in Moscow,

-4. Jose Manuel FORTUNY, the Secretary General of the Guatemalan

Communist Party - which interestingly enough only calls itself the Partido

&

Guatemalteco de Trabajo or Guatemalan labor party - visited Moscow as




&

recently as last October and stayed for several weeks. Victor Manuel
GUTIERREZ, the top figure on the Guatemalan labor scene, is a disciple
and close associate of Vincente LOMBARDO Toledanq. the top Communist
labor leadglr in all South America. Guatemalan delegations can be found |
at virtually all the Communist sponsored peace congresses, labor congresses,
and other propagandistic rallies held behind the Iron Curtain.

5. The role of the Guatemalan Communist in the Kremlin conspiracy
is not limited to discipleship alone. In their turn, the Guatemalan Commu-
nists have trained certainly dozens and probably hundreds of high and
medium level Communists from other Central American and South American
countries. Generally speaking, when a Communist in a Central American
country gets into difficulties at homie, he can find refuge, a well-paid job,
and often a public post of major responsibility in Guatemala. In addition,
the Guatemalan Govefnment and Communist Party appear on numerous
occasions tt; have financed or subsidized Communist propaganda espionage
actiﬁﬁes in countries that neighbor on theirs. Last, but far from leaét.
the rumors will not die down that Guatemalans are playing a leading part in
the organization, training, and equipment of a relatively formidable Com-
munist Legion which could one day be used to perform the military tasks
of international Communiem anywhere in the Western Hemisphere.

6. All in all, then, Guatemala looms as a formidable Communist

bastion and cancer in the Americas.
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7. It is essential to bear in mind, however, that no matter what the
Communists may claim, this minority does not really spring from the
Guatemalan people but consists chiefly of people who can talk a good Marxist
line about the "plight of the peasant" or the "plight of the laborer" but have
themselvve: had relatively little experience in tilling the soil or working in
the factory. Finally, the Guatemalan Communists are not talking a native
language, but a Soviet one, and from what we know of the national pride and
dignity of the Latin American people, it is ha.rd"to believe that they will for-
ever submit to domination and exploitation by a Slavic power five thousand
miles away,

8. Guatemala in the lmg past had a glorious civilization and a brilliant
culture. The magnificent mdhnmeq\;s of pre-Spanish and Spanish times give
the traveler a striking impression ;::f what creative resources may lie within
the capacity of the Guatemalan people. These resources qr: surely 8o greaf
that the shoddy materialistic philosophy of Communism can never 'eatiafy ‘
the Guatemalan people. What ig n’yor#, the Guatemalan people are intensely
religious, and there is every probability that their Christian convictions will
lead them to disown Marxism-Atheism the more they see its true implications.

9. As is elsewhere the case with ComMst—doMaéed countries, it will
be wise for Americans to keep in mind the clear distinction between the com-
munizing government of Guatemala and the Guatemalan people themselves.

Americans can have nothing in common with Communists, but they bhave every

reason, during these days of trial for the Guatemalan people, to reaffirm, to




extend, and to intensify the historic friendship that traditionally links our

two independent, sovereign, self-governing, friendly neighbors in the

Americas.
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